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January 19 1936

| greet you my fellow compatriots in a traditional Polish way: Praised be, Jesus Christ.

A few weeks ago Cardinal Hayes gave a homily against the birth control. The next day the
English papers carried an article signed by thirteen parsons and rabbis defended this pagan
practice of birth control and accused the Cardinal of being undemocratic, because he is trying to
impose the teaching of Catholic minority onto the Protestant majority. The Cardinal once again
reiterated that he does not consider his declarations undemocratic. Because if one group can
take the position for something the other group can just as well take the position against it, so
he was totally free to speak against the birth control. The very act of birth control the Cardinal
considers against the moral law. Based on the studies of overpopulation, it was said that death
is on the same level as overpopulation and looking at it realistically the births are frighteningly
less and less. This will lead to a greater number of elderly which will carry with it the obligation
to care for these elderly, which already now is not only puzzling but also difficult to deal with.
The diminution of population will create less ready markets, and this will cause greater
unemployment with which, already today, we can hardly cope. The adherents of birth control,
the so called progressive knights and rabbis, now are playing a different tune. They say they
speak in defense of the poor laborer. They assert that poor families with many children cannot
free themselves from the depression. The best and perhaps the only method to better their
status is to forbid them to have children. Too bad we do not have any government statistics to
verify their claims. It seems to me that there are more names on the list for government aid
who do not have children or those names who have only one or two children, than those who
had five or more. The childless families invested their money in cars, theaters, and
entertainment of all kind and unnecessary whims, rather than investing their money in children.
The multi child families cared for the good of their children and saved on everything they could.
| know of many such cases. Such parents always managed to make the ends meet. True, these
were the so called “backward” people. Instead of having a garage they had a chicken coop,
instead of owning a car they preferred to walk, instead of leading a dog on a leash they cuddled
a baby. Their feet never crossed the thresholds of hotels, nor did they tread the soft carpets of
the theaters, but always stepped on the hard wood stairs in very poor houses. Instead of birth
control | have a different means of curing this evil which | will present to you in the following
talk.

Birth Control or a More Adequate Pay

The foundations of each nation are not the rulers, or kings, or dictators, or presidents, or
aristocrats, or financiers, or millionaires, but only, and only the working force. | have in mind the
laborer and the farmer. Right at the start | exclude the priests, doctors, teachers, engineers,
lawyers and all other professionals. True, they, too, are workers, but they do mental work, for
which they should get adequate pay. Today, for very serious reasons, | speak of the factory and
agricultural workers. The worker or laborer, signifies a person working at someone else’s
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work bench, with someone else’s tools, for someone else’s account and receiving pay. The
concerns of the working class were always very vital and important. Today these concerns
became very urgent and changed into the Gordon knot, a very dangerous puzzle. The question
of the worker is not political nor is it partisan. It rises above political outlook. It is the social,
moral, Christian and God'’s concern. Social - because it pertains to the largest branch of the
society; moral — because it embodies justice and injustice; Christian — because it is based on the
teachings of Christ and it should be treated as such; God’s — because the worker is a human
being, created by God of whom God said: “You will not deny your brother his pay, who even
though a stranger, he is needy and poor, who lives with you on the same land between your
gates; but the same day you will give him his pay, before the sun sets, for the work he has done,
so that he will not call to God against you and God would consider it a sin against you.”

The laborer is part of the society and so a social human being, a being of blood and bones,
normally not very educated, not of his own fault, but because of the greedy and unconscionable
employers. The leeches, in the form of robbers and cheaters, attach themselves to this laborer.
The laborer is the greatest benefactor of society. It is the laborer who builds ships, puts
locomotives together, who builds the wings of the airplanes. In a word, because of his hard
work, the safety of men on the sea, on land and in the air depends. He is the one who digs out
untold riches from the earth. He is the one who in the factories and mills pours streams of gold
and silver; he is the one who harvests from meadows and fields what upholds the world’s
markets. He cuts down the forests and sends the wood for building and for paper. He is the one
who builds the railways and cars and puts up telephone and telegraph wires. If there were no
workers the world trade and civilization would halt. The laborer receives a certain amount of
remuneration. On this hourly, daily, weekly, monthly remuneration, not only he but his whole
family — the wife and children — depend. About this worker Leo XIll wrote: “Workers should not
be treated as slaves; justice demands that the dignity of human personality be respected in
them, ennobled as it has been through what we call the Christian character. If we hearken to
natural reason and to Christian philosophy, gainful occupations are not a mark of shame to man,
but rather of respect, as they provide him with an honorable means of supporting life. It is
shameful and inhuman, however, to use man as things for gain and to put no more value on
them than what they are worth in muscle and energy.” We must remember two laws. First is
the natural law, often called the instinct of self-preservation, which the Creator carved in each
human heart, so try to preserve and defend the life given you. The second law is contained in
God’s command: “You will sustain your life from the works of your hands all the days of your
life. In the sweat of your brow you will eat your bread.” Every human being is a creature of God
and is a social being. He has the right to preserve his life, and therefore, has the right to work.
He is a citizen of a certain country. It is clear, then, that he has certain duties to the government
under which he lives. Not only does he have certain claims and privileges, but also has the
natural rights. The government, on the other hand, has the sacred duty toward its citizens to
see that they do not lack work with adequate and just pay to support the wife and children. | do
not assert that the private ownership should be abolished or that the government has the right
to monopolize all industries and trade, but | do aver, that the rights of the workers, who
constitute 94% of the population, should prevail over the unlawful pretenses and unjust
privileges of the factory magnates and trade barons. T
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The worker, especially these days, after years of unemployment, has definite rights not only to
work but also to more just wages. What does all of this mean? Simply this: justice demands that
the worker shares in the profits of production, so that this share will not necessarily be equal,
but be more equal; that means, that the wages of the workers must be such that they will
suffice to maintain the living standard of the worker and his family. The worker’s pay should be
sufficient not only to provide what is absolutely necessary, but should be sufficient so that he
can maintain the standard of living which the dignity of human being demands, not only when
he can work, but also in times of unemployment, accidents and old-age. At this moment | hear
the voice of certain benefactors and advocates of the present system. Some ask why doesn’t the
worker save? From what is he going to save when you pay him the bare minimum? First give the
workers a just wage and then teach them to save. What did you do to those who even with
endangering their health put a few pennies for the future? You slammed the doors of the banks
and other deposit institutions, and hung up the red or black placards with one short murderous
word: Closed! What did you do to those who desired to possess their own roof over their heads
or own a farm? Who paid in their hard saved money into that building or farm, and to pay the
balance they obligated themselves to pay by rates? You sent a sheriff with a horde of other
functionaries and mercilessly evicted the desperate and defenseless onto the street, because
they couldn’t give you the Judase’s coin.

You forced them to pay you with their tears, revenge and curses. And what, even today, what
can this poor worker do? To whom can he turn and where can he go? He's frightened,
discouraged and sits like bunny in the field. Taught by sad experiences of the past, hemmed in
by the snare of distrust, of suspicion and uncertainty, he fearfully asks: what will the future
bring me, my wife and the children? There are those who magnanimously philosophy: why
don’t they go to the government or to some charitable organizations for aid? You can appeal in
this manner to some habitual beggars, lazy-bones or worthless creeps. The conscientious
workers, and these are in majority, do not want to be the objects of compassion or poor
beggars. They are not seeking alms or beg for aid. In fact, they are ashamed to beg, because it is
not only unnatural but degrading. They only want work and employment with adequate and just
pay, so that they may honorably and gainfully work to sustain their own. Why can’t you give
that to them? To care for horses, dogs, cats and even the monkeys there are foundations and
organizations. The animals are included in the wills! But who cares for the worker his wife and
children? Such is the philanthropy and humanitarian help of the twentieth century! It is not the
end, however. The worker is denied God'’s and natural law. The wise professors, the hot-headed
and perfidious apostles, base themselves on pagan philosophies and want to limit to the
workers number of children. They want to change the family into an animal breeding house.
Fewer children give greater prosperity and affluence. But | say, fewer children more egoists,
cowards, unconscionable tyrants, effeminate dudes and useless dandies! Give the worker a job
with adequate and just pay, it will be sufficient. Leave the limiting of the family to the husband
and wife. The work and adequate pay will lift the worker out of depression and will safeguard
the family’s future, something the birth control will never obtain! Never!

In 1891 Pope Leo XlIl wrote: "Those governing should stand by the workers in defense of their
bodily and external goods and should first free them from the yoke of greedy oppressors, who
to the extreme, abuse the workers for their own selfish goals, as though the worker was a dead
matter, rather than a human person. Neither justice nor humanity allows this that more work
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should be imposed than strength can endure. Generally, it is the duty of the employers to give
workers enough free time to rest, so they can recoup the strength used up by work. Now let us
move on to other matters that are of greater significance and have to be well understood so
that neither side will suffer and that is to give every worker what is justly due him. To work
means to toil in order to obtain the means to satisfy one’s needs and to sustain one’s life. To
sustain life is everyone’s obligation. From this obligation flows the right to successful seeking of
such means which sustain life, and this means to sustain life for entire society, comes from
adequate pay for the work done. Suppose that the employer and the employee agreed to the
pay and the frequency of pay — there are other, natural laws of justice, higher and older, which
demand that the pay would be sufficient, equally to the thrifty and the virtuous, for the
expenses incurred. If the employee, forced by need, or forced by fear before a worse
catastrophe, accepts difficult conditions set out by the employer, even if he doesn’t want to,
and when this happens there is lawlessness, then justice has to raise its voice.” The Pope speaks
out boldly, clearly and fearlessly. No government has the right to break just laws of individuals
and families. If ever there was a time of where and for who should the government care this
time is here and now. It should care for the good of the worker and his family. Again | cite the
encyclical of Pope Leo XIII: “In creating the goods of the country, the work of the proletariat is
both effective and needed, whether in agriculture or in factories. Moreover, the work here is
productive and effective that without hesitation one can say that the work of the laborers is the
only source of wealth of the country. The commandment of justice is the care for workers, and
it should be such, that whatever the worker adds to the wealth of the country he should receive
as much in return, so that he be assured of the house, the clothing and means of livelihood, so
that having these material goods he may more easily bear the burdens of life. The country
should support everything which betters the life of the workers.” Furthermore the Pope
instructs that the government should enter into the causes of the workers whenever public
order is threatened, the loosening of the family bonds, the violations of religious rights, defense
of health and its work, the women the children and the just pay. “Finally, employers and
workers themselves can accomplish much in this matter, manifestly through those institutions
by the help of which the poor are opportunely assisted and the two classes are brought closer
to each other. Under this category come associations for giving mutual aid; various agencies
established by the foresight of private persons to care for the worker and likewise for his
dependent wife and children in the event that accident o, sickness, or death befalls him; and
foundations to care for boys and girls, for adolescents, and for the aged.” Justly and wisely the
Pope writes further: “One cannot by-pass another matter, not less important than the others,
and that is, that those who can and want to work were given the opportunity to work. This
depends, of course, on the wage. If the pay is kept on the proper level, it can positively influence
or it may influence negatively. Who doesn’t know that a very low wage, or overly high wage
causes unemployment? Social justice forbids, that for one’s own benefit and with by-passing the
common good, the employers cannot abnormally raise or lower wages. The pay of the workers
should be such as to allow the greatest number to be employed and that the workers would
have an adequate means of livelihood.” Doesn't this tell you that on the basis of justice the lack
of control of wages, brings depression, misery and penury and not birth control? Give the
workers possibility to work and reward their efforts sufficiently and justly and forget about this
pagan practice of birth control. At last this great defender of the worker and his rights insists on
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social reform. | repeat insists on reform. What does it mean? The word reform means nothing
else than transformation, change and betterment. Put in improvements or perfect something
that already exists. Others, like Socialists or Communists, insistently demand the abolition or
destruction of social order and on its ruin to institute new systems and new methods. But Leo
XIIl counsels something else. “The present system is not bad in itself, however, the capital
destroys the law if and when it hires workers or the proletariat only for the purpose and in
these circumstances so that the business and its entire order depended on this entirely and
benefitted it only, without consideration of the dignity of the human worker, the social
character of the economic activity, the justice and social good of all.” Once more | ask you,
whether those at the head of various businesses and overly rich corporations, do not enrich
themselves at the cost of the poor, unjustly and insufficiently rewarded for their efforts?
Seemingly now, when the sword of the government is hanging over their heads they begin to
pity and give medicine in the form of birth control. To their unjust and unconscientious
suppression, they add disgrace to the worker and his wife, by giving them false means to riches
and happiness. Instead of this, why not give the workers enough work and adequate pay? Daily,
regular work and adequate pay will give the workers peaceful life and insure merited rest in the
older age. | will cite the words of the master Paderewski, who upon receiving the wishes of the
Workers’ Party wrote back: “The Polish worker distinguishes himself by his industriousness and
conscientiousness, and the modest demands in the time of economic crisis in which our country
finds itself, borders on sacrifice. These great qualities give him the right foundation to demand
equal treatment with other citizens, gives him the right to demand and obtain voice in
discussions and resolutions regarding common good. Present conditions are difficult, everyone
will admit that, but one should not become discouraged. The great field of work is open. One
must go with faith, and follow well-chosen right way.”

One could say literally the same thing about the worker here in the United States. He should
organize himself not to fight with the capital, but for his own defense that he should receive his
due. Among other things: a stable employment and just wage. The workers’ organizations
should be run by the government and the Church. The reasons for that are clear. In the first
place, the largest number of disorganized workers will not achieve much to better their state.
Either the organized will win or they will be choked individually. Secondly, present labor unions
do not do much. Because not only most of the workers do not want to be a part of them, but
because these unions are frequently headed by dishonest persons, who, for personal gains, sell
those whom they swore to defend. Only the government if not together with the church, then
at least on the foundations of Christ’s teachings should take care of the workers’ organizations.
Then the propaganda of birth control will be superfluous!

Looking at the masses of workers and seeing that they really lead a suppressed life unworthy of
the human beings, one must admire Herod'’s theory, which instead of giving the well-merited
pay, pushes into his hands a knife and commands that instead of feeding the children, he cut
their throats. This animalistic method supposedly should serve as medicine to save the worker
and his family. Government commissions were told to kill off the cattle, for this supposedly
would help everybody. But it happened just the opposite. Now certain impertinent persons look
at the laborers. There are too many of them and misery prevails. So teach them to murder their
own children! But Christ’s teaching is: Give the workers proper pay, and leave the rest to the
Providence! Work and pay and not birth control!
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